
History and progress of the journal 
 
The Wound Healing SA journal is the official journal of WHASA and was launched in 2010 
under the leadership of Prof Alan Widgerow. 
 
While the journal has made for interesting reading and provided our practitioners with a 
platform to publish their research or case reports, it was not an accredited journal as per 
the standards of the Dept of Higher Education and Training (DHET).  
 
The latter was a problem of immense frustration due to its catch-22 nature. The journal was 
not attracting high quality papers because it was not accredited but this in itself made it 
almost impossible to successfully apply for accreditation. 
 
In 2016, Dr Nick Kairinos, took over the role of Editor-in-Chief of the journal, with the sole 
vision of achieving accreditation. After assembling a strong editorial board, including 
numerous international specialists and experts in their respective fields, various measures 
were put in place to pave the road for applying for accreditation.  
 
After years of dogged perseverance, hard-work and unwavering support of his Deputy 
Editor (Dr Maria Giaquinto-Cilliers), Dr Kairinos received the fantastic news in December 
2021 that the journal was finally approved for accreditation. Plans are now underway to 
have it listed on search platforms such as Medline, Pubmed etc. 
 
It is hoped that this monumental achievement will attract high powered articles to 
strengthen the journal’s profile and ensure it stays accredited in the process. 
 
This accreditation can be revoked however, and continued hard work needs to be put into 
ensuring that the journal continues to meet its criteria for accreditation. In this regard, 
WHASA implores its members to try and publish as much as possible. Efforts will be made to 
help members who are novices at publishing and “How to” articles are soon to be published 
to assist in this regard.  
 
It took a lot of hard work to get the journal to this milestone, so let’s all try and assist to 
keep it there by submitting articles!  
 
 
 


